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TPA’S BIG SPORT OF TURFDOM AWARD TO BE PRESENTED IN DECEMBER AT UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA RACETRACK INDUSTRY SYMPOSIUM ON RACING AND GAMING 

The Turf Publicists of America (TPA) announced today that its 2008 Big Sport of Turfdom Award would be presented in December during the keynote lunch at the University of Arizona Racetrack Industry Symposium on Racing and Gaming in Tucson.

The Big Sport of Turfdom Award is presented annually to a person or group of people who enhances coverage of Thoroughbred racing through cooperation with the media and Thoroughbred racing publicists. Previous winners of the Big Sport of Turfdom include: longtime Daily Racing Form columnist Joe Hirsch, Penny Chenery, Jack Klugman, Jim McKay, Tim Conway, Chris McCarron, Laura Hillenbrand, Sackatoga Stable, John Servis, Pat Day, Dr. Dean Richardson and, last year, Carl Nafzger.

In recent years, the Big Sport of Turfdom has been awarded on the afternoon of the Eclipse Awards in that same Eclipse Awards city. 

“We wanted to shift our Big Sport of Turfdom Award ceremony to a location where a greater percentage of our 200 TPA members can be in attendance,” said Eric Wing, TPA President. “We are grateful to the University of Arizona Race Track Industry Program (RTIP) for having our Award presentation as the focal point of its keynote lunch, and we look forward to our biggest and best ceremony yet in front of such a vibrant cross section of the Thoroughbred industry.”

“We are delighted to continue our cooperation with the TPA and enhance the Symposium,” said Doug Reed, director of the RTIP. “Having both the Big Sport of Turfdom Award and the Mark Kaufman workshop will further strengthen the marketing and publicity content of the conference.”

The TPA is an organization consisting of approximately 200 publicity and marketing personnel from racetracks and racing organizations around the country. The Big Sport of Turfdom award has been presented every year since 1966. The TPA also hosts the Mark Kaufman workshop each year at the University of Arizona Race Track Industry Program Symposium on a topic relevant to the marketing and publicizing of racing.
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