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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Race Track Industry Program 2010 
Hirsch Speaker Series Begins
Arizona Racing Commission chairperson Erin Owens was the first speaker of 2010 in the RTIP’s Joe Hirsch Speaker Forum series.  Owens discussed her duties on the commission as well as current regulatory issues facing horse racing on Jan. 20.  

The main topic for Owens’s presentation was who should serve on racing commissions.  She explained the organizational structure in Arizona and how the members here are appointed by the governor.  In Arizona, there are 5 commissioners, and it is a requirement that at least one member represents the interests of horse racing industry stakeholders and one represents the greyhound industry stakeholders.  

As part of the Hirsch Forum discussion, speakers are asked to forgo neutrality on some issues.  Owens discussed her opinions on why racing commissions should have industry appointees rather than those from the general public.

“Stakeholders do their homework and have a vested interest in the decisions commissioners make.  It is important for boards to have industry representation, said Owens.

“(Non-industry representatives) have a limited understanding of affects that decisions have on the industry,” she said.
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