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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Maryland Director of Racing Speaks to RTIP Students
Georgeann Hale, Director of Racing for the Maryland Jockey Club, spoke to students March 24 about her daily duties, challenges in the industry and the “jail rule” for claimers.

Hale said there was “never a dull moment” in her job, which begins with writing the condition books for Laurel Park and Pimlico, and granting stalls at Laurel, Pimlico and the Bowie training facility.  Hale also approves all the transactions in the horsemen’s account and jockey payroll.  She manages the dirt and turf course maintenance directors and organizes the free shuttle service for horses shipping in from Bowie.  Among her many other jobs, Hale also enforces the Maryland Jockey Club’s anti-slaughter policy, which encourages many in the general public to contact her about animal welfare issues.

Some of the difficulties facing Maryland racing come from racinos in bordering states.  Hale said that the horsemen go to Pennsylvania because of the higher purses offered there.  However, the neighboring tracks did agree not to compete with each other’s stakes races.  Hale said that filling stakes on the Preakness undercard is difficult, because while the three-year-olds are prepared to come back after only 2 weeks, other stakes horses take much more time.  

On the topic of the “jail rule”, Hale explained that Maryland does not have one, but only that claimed horses cannot race outside of the state for 30 days.  She said this policy made her job hustling horses easier, but that it was not always good for the horses themselves.  Another problem is that horses can leave Maryland quickly after being claimed, causing more to be lost to the racino states.

One of the more unusual things she has done is the “write your own race” charity auction.  She said would-be racing secretaries had given as much as ten thousand dollars to create their own race.  However, none of the bidders had actually won the race they’d written.
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