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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Jockey’s Rights and Safety Highlight Hirsch Forum
The Jockeys’ Guild Midwest regional manager Jeff Johnston spoke to students as part of the Joe Hirsch Speaker Series on March 3.  Johnston spoke about his duties at the Guild and the factors involved in keeping both rider and horse safe on the track.

As Midwest regional manager, Johnston acts as a liaison between the Guild and race tracks, horsemen’s groups, racing commissions and other organizations.  He works to set safety rules, weigh-in and weigh-out policies, adjust mount fees to reflect current costs of living, ensure due process in stewards’ hearings and promote jockeys as the faces of the sport.  As a former jockey, Johnston also has the ability to communicate the industry’s decisions to jockeys in a way that they can understand.  For example, he described the approach the Guild took to handle the criticism among jockeys when jurisdictions instituted new rules for riding crops.

Johnston showed a 9-minute video highlighting the dangers jockeys face each time they enter the starting gate.  He outlined the four causes of racing accidents shown in the video, as well as ways to prevent them.  Horse behavior problems, breakdowns, jockey errors and track conditions all contribute to accidents.  The ways to solve the problems include pre-race exams for the horses, better safety equipment on the track, such as safety rails, and better communication between riders and track management on bad weather days.  He stressed the importance of proper race riding techniques in preventing accidents and cited the North American Racing Academy as a successful jockey training program.

In the end, Johnston said that when it comes to safety, “the last person in the chain of command is the jockey.  He makes the final decision of whether to ride that horse that day.”

--30--







The University of Arizona College of Agriculture and Life Sciences is an Equal Opportunity employer authorized to provide research, educational information and other services only to individuals and institutions that function without regard to sex, race, religion, color, national origin, age, Vietnam Era Veteran’s status, or handicapping condition.

