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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
RTIP Students Get Intro to Regulatory Vet Duties
The duties and responsibilities of a regulatory veterinarian were on topic in Wednesday’s Advanced Racing Law class with Dr. Lynn Hovda as guest speaker.  Dr. Hovda, regulatory vet for the Minnesota Racing Commission, described her daily tasks and “special duties” at Canterbury Park in Shakopee, Minn. and Running Aces Harness Park in Columbus, Minn.  

“My first duty is to protect the horse,” she said. 

Among her duties, Dr. Hovda is in charge of conducting pre-race exams and administering lasix, as well as observing workouts of horses on the vet’s list.  She and her staff also manage the detention barn, observe activity at the starting gate before races, and are on-track in case of emergencies.

Her other duties involve testifying as an expert witness in commission hearings.  She stressed the importance of good record keeping, documentation and chain of custody procedures in drug testing.  The Minnesota Racing Commission lists all medication violations on its web site.  Dr. Hovda said that the commission rarely loses a case because of the stringent policies in place.  

She described the relationship she has with the track superintendent, who collaborates with the vet to fix problems with the racing surface.  Dr. Hovda advises on surface composition and analysis when there are outbreaks of certain types of injuries.

The regulatory vet must also work closely with stewards and judges and the racing secretary, though she did warn of the opposing ideals of the vet and racing secretary.  Vets want the horses to run when the horse is ready, racing secretaries want to fill races.  Dr. Hovda talked about the vet’s relationships with trainers and owners, who care about the health of their horses but still need to race them.  

Finally, she described the other, special duties of a regulatory vet.  Canterbury hosts many promotional events with animals other than horses, and she must manage all of those animals as well.  From ostrich and camel racing to a capacity-crowd-attracting dachshund dash, Dr. Hovda is there.  The job of regulatory vet can be serious at times, but these events provide a break from the regular racing day.
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