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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Derby Cat a Repeat Winner of 4th Annual 
Pete Selin Memorial Happy Minute Stakes
It was a thrilling finish in the 4th annual Pete Selin Memorial Happy Minute Stakes during Rillito Park’s closing day, Feb. 21.  Defending champ Derby Cat held off a determined challenger in Jeannie’s Hurricane to capture her second Selin trophy for owner/trainer Shawn Davis.  Derby Cat completed the 5 1/2 furlongs in 1:07.9.  In third was She’s All Rev’d Up, the intriguing entry owned by Race Track Industry Program (RTIP) alum Richard Scheidt of Spavin Brothers Racing.

Derby Cat, a 9-year-old Idaho-bred daughter of Distinctive Cat, pushed her career earnings over the hundred-thousand-dollar mark with her Selin win.  She has won an incredible 21 of 39 starts in six seasons of racing, with only eight off-the board finishes.  This was also Shawn Davis’s third Selin win, as he also trained the 2008 winner, Mexican Beauty.
Jeannie’s Hurricane came into the Selin off an 8-month layoff but still had enough grit to make a dramatic move in the stretch.  She came within a half-length of the leader, but Derby Cat would not let a win be snatched away.  Jeannie’s Hurricane is owned and trained by Ramon B. Bazurto.
She’s All Rev’d Up, or SARU as she is called by her owner, came into the Selin off of a 7th-place finish at Turf Paradise, but she had the hopes of all the RTIP riding on her bay shoulders.  Scheidt is currently the director of Northern California operations for Thoroughbred Owners of California (TOC), a graduate of the RTIP, and one of the creators of the Selin Memorial.
She’s All Rev’d Up was purchased in late 2009 to compete in the Selin for Spavin Brothers Racing.  The group got together during their days at UA, and its members were fond of The Buffet Bar in Tucson, home of the Happy Minute, where all patrons are treated to a free drink at 5:40 p.m.  The race’s namesake was a fellow RTIP student, turfwriter, and part of the “Spavin Brothers”, Pete Selin, who died of leukemia in 2006.  Friends of Selin decided the best way to honor his memory would be to dedicate a race to him, and they requested that the race be carded at 5 ½ furlongs so that the final time would be as close to a minute as possible.  In 2007, the inaugural Pete Selin Memorial Happy Minute was run at Tucson’s Rillito Park. 
As has become tradition on Selin day, current RTIP students, alumni and friends gather for the race and winners’ circle presentation.  For many students, it is the first of what they hope is a long career of winners’ circle photos.  The winning connections are presented an embroidered horse blanket and trophy.  Another trophy, shaped like The Buffet’s iconic pilsner glass, sits on permanent display in the RTIP office, collecting names of the victorious on its base.  Derby Cat’s name is now etched twice, like the Tiznow of Rillito Park.  Perhaps one day soon the name of a horse owned by the Spavin Brothers will shine on the brass plaque, another tribute to the friend of racing lost too soon.
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