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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Race Track Industry Program Alum Talks to Students 
About Life After Graduation
Sunland Park mutuels manager and RTIP alum Steve Fedunak visited with students Feb. 17 for the Joe Hirsch Speaker Forum.  Fedunak took students through a typical day in the mutuels department, from running simulcast reports in the morning to preparation for live racing and staffing issues to generating nighttime reports on simulcast history. 

Fedunak explained the close relationship a mutuels manager must have with other tracks and with tote companies in order for simulcasting to be successful.  He also talked about the daily issues a manager deals with, from employee supervision to being a sounding board for the public.

Above all, Fedunak stressed to students to “keep the passion” they have for horse racing.  He warned of industry participants who have lost that energy for the sport and told students to remember why they were in the game.  He described many programs he had started or was closely involved with at Sunland, including the creation of a racing rewards program, upgrades to the clubhouse area and a “Science of Horseplay” booth to help educate new fans.

Fedunak gave many examples of times when he has used skills he learned in RTIP classes that did not involve the mutuel department, such as speaking on-camera for the track’s simulcast feed.  He also started the Sunland Park handicapping tournament with rules he and his classmates drafted while students at UA.
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